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SS PETER AND 

PAUL, 

TORREVIEJA 
 

 

The Church of England worshipping in Word and Sacrament at Lago Jardín, Los Balcones and 

La Siesta and ministering through the southern Costa Blanca and eastern Murcia. 

A truly Eucharistic community of faith and love. 

 

Chaplain (equivalent of Parish Priest): 

Father Richard A. Seabrook SSC 

+ 34 966 840 136 

+ 34 693 932 438 – Chaplaincy Mobile 

frras@c-of-e-torrevieja.com 

www.c-of-e-torrevieja.com 

 

 
Chaplaincy Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/anglicantorrevieja 

Chaplain´s Facebook Group: 

 https://www.facebook.com/groups/chaplaintorrevieja/ 

 

FATHER RICHARD`S WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

 24th March 2024 

PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD 

 

 

WELCOME TO THE CHAPLAINCY OF SS PETER AND PAUL, TORREVIEJA. 

ALL ARE WELCOME TO SHARE IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH THIS CHAPLAINCY. 

http://www.c-of-e-torrevieja.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/chaplaintorrevieja/
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Please remember to turn off your mobile phone  

before our services begin.  

Please don´t use a mobile phone in church. Pray instead! 
 

Please remember to talk to God in prayer before our services begin.  

There is plenty of time to talk to each other afterwards.  
Your talking may distract someone else´s praying. 

Please keep a devotional silence. 
 

Father Richard´s contact details are on the front of this newsletter. 

 

Our Churchwardens are: 
Peter Maude (churchwardenpeter@gmail.com) 

Jennifer Saville (chaplaincywardenjennifer@gmail.com) 

They also act as Joint Treasurers. 

 
The Vice-Chairman of and Honorary Secretary to the Chaplaincy Council is: 

Joan Berry (losbalconeswarden@gmail.com) 

 
We take the Safeguarding of Children and Vulnerable Adults seriously. Our Safeguarding Policy 

is displayed at La Siesta and is available on our website: 
https://www.c-of-e-torrevieja.com/safeguarding-policy/ 

Our Safeguarding Officer is Anna Horsnell who can be contacted at  

safeguardingtorrevieja@gmail.com 

 
The Congregational Warden at La Siesta is: 

Sue Maude (wardenlasiesta@gmail.com) 
 

The Congregational Warden at Lago Jardín is: 
Liz Shouksmith (shouksmithliz@gmail.com) 

 
Our church Lago Jardín is in the process of being used again. 

Nuestra Señora de la Asunción at Los Balcones is closed for a major rebuilding project. 
 
 

Home Communions 
Father Richard will take Holy Communion to people at home according to their circumstances. 
This is a privilege and enables for prayer in the home at difficult times and for the communicant 
to receive Holy Communion at home. Please never hesitate to contact me if you would like Holy 
Communion at home if you are unable to come to church because of sickness or being 
housebound.  
 
Here are some guidelines to assist you: 

1. If you can, please arrange a surface with a white cloth upon which I can place the Blessed 

Sacrament. If this is difficult please do not worry too much but it is appreciated. 

2. The Priest will not enter into general conversation until after the celebration which lasts 

about ten minutes. Then he would appreciate a cup of tea and chat with you but if your 

circumstances don´t allow, please do not worry. 

mailto:churchwardenpeter@gmail.com
mailto:chaplaincywardenjennifer@gmail.com
mailto:losbalconeswarden@gmail.com
https://www.c-of-e-torrevieja.com/safeguarding-policy/
mailto:safeguardingtorrevieja@gmail.com
mailto:wardenlasiesta@gmail.com
mailto:shouksmithliz@gmail.com


Page 3 of 17 
 

3. Please consider giving a donation to the Church for the Priest´s ministry. He will have 

had to drive to you and it also enables you to give your weekly collection to support the 

priestly ministry in the parish / chaplaincy. This means there can be a Priest available for 

you and for others with a priestly presence in the parish / chaplaincy. 

It is a long-established custom – if you can – to make an offering to the Church in 

thankfulness for the ministry of the Church. 

4. You don´t have to tidy up before the priest arrives! Just prepare spiritually for an 

encounter with Christ in the Eucharist by being prayerful before his arrival. 

Father Richard writes: 

Dear friends 

 

We enter the most important week of the Christian year when we not only recall but make 

present in the liturgies of the Church the Passion. Death, and Resurrection of Christ. I invite 

you to contemplate each event of Holy Week and why you are who you are because of 

Christ´s acts for us all. Through the Cross and Resurrection we have been saved and set free. 

Please don´t just jump to the glories of Easter Sunday without any intervening period. We 

can only sense the true meaning of Easter if we have been at the foot of the cross on Good 

Friday. Each of the liturgies of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday speak to us 

in our life of faith. Embrace Holy Week and its liturgies and it will, again, be transformative. 

 

A good number of us participated in Jill´s Funeral Mass at the Catholic Church of S. James in 

Pinar de Campoverde on Monday. I would like to thank Father José Antonio, whose church it 

is, for allowing us to celebrate the Mass there. It is a true sign of ecumenical friendship. 

Thank you to those who came and I would particularly like to thank Sue and Peter Maude, 

Joan Berry, Jennifer Saville, and Beth Kerr for their help and assistance. John Dorsett thanks 

you all. The retiring collection for Mission Possible raised €325,10. 

 

Holy Week and Easter is a particular intense time for all Priests. Please pray for me as I do for 

you.   Your priest and friend,  Father Richard 

 
We need help being at Lago Jardín Church during the week 

After Easter (or sooner if we can manage it) we are going to open Lago Jardín 

Church for visitors and private prayer once a week from 10 – 1 or 2. 

The open church before Christmas was so successful. Can you give us a couple of 

hours once a fortnight, once a month? We need two people there all the time. 

Let´s get Lago Jardín Church open and provide a place of prayer. It is our work of 

evangelisation! Please contact Joan Berry, Secretary to the Chaplaincy Council 

We are going to try a series of coffee mornings at La Siesta Church 
Again, this is some outreach for the community around La Siesta Church 

and the ministry of hospitality. We need to grow the church and the first 

stage is being a presence in the community.  

Please see Sue Maude if you can help. 

 

THANK YOU! 
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begins at the Vigil Mass at La Siesta Church, Saturday 23rd March.  

Make sure you know what is happening! 

 

 
 

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 
The most important week in the Christian Year. 

 
Saturday 23rd March – VIGIL MASS FOR PALM SUNDAY OF THE 

PASSION OF THE LORD 
1700 The Commemoration of the Lord´s Entrance into Jerusalem 

(Distribution and Blessing of Palms) and Holy Eucharist 
La Siesta 

 
Sunday 24th March– PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD 

1130 The Commemoration of the Lord´s Entrance into Jerusalem 

(Distribution and Blessing of Palms) and Holy Eucharist 
Lago Jardín 

 

Thursday 28th March– HOLY (MAUNDY) THURSDAY 
1900 Mass of the Lord´s Supper with Washing of feet 

Please bring bells to ring at the Gloria in excelsis 
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at the end of the Mass we have the Watch of the Passion, 
a time of silent prayer at the altar which becomes the Altar of Repose, 

the Garden of Gethsemane. 
La Siesta 

 
Friday 29th March – GOOD FRIDAY 

1500 Celebration of the Lord´s Passion 

La Siesta 

 

Saturday 30th March –HOLY 
SATURDAY 

1900 The Easter Vigil followed by 
a celebration 

La Siesta 
Please bring bells to ring at the 

Gloria in excelsis 
 

Sunday 31st March – EASTER SUNDAY 
0930 Holy Eucharist 

La Siesta 
12 noon Holy Eucharist 

Lago Jardín 
 

Followed by Lunch at Al-Lingui restaurant at the Filton Centre, Los 
Balcones. Please see Liz Shouksmith shouksmithliz@gmail.com 

if you would like to share in our Easter fellowship. Lunch at 2 p.m. 
 

mailto:shouksmithliz@gmail.com
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Spanish Bank details. Banco Sabadell. 

IBAN number ES65 0081 2061 7900 0106 0414 

BSAB ESBB / Capellania Anglicana de Torrevieja 

UK Bank details. Barclays Bank PLC Account name: Diocese in Europe Fund  

Account number: 40317039 Sort code: 20-06-13. Address : Tufton Street,London Please 

state TORREVIEJA as the reference so the money is correctly applied. The IBAN number 

is: GB16 BUKB 2006 1340 31 70 39.    

God bless you all for your support.      Peter and Jennifer (Churchwardens) 

 

 

 

 

 

Church of England Chaplaincy of SS Peter and Paul, Torrevieja 

The Chalice containing the Precious Blood of Christ is offered for those who wish to receive 

it. Holy Communion is offered with the words “The Body of Christ” to which you say Amen 

before consuming the Sacred Host. The words ¨The Blood of Christ” are said to which you say 

Amen before receiving from the Chalice. The Chalice is optional. 

INTINCTION IS NOT PERMITTED 

FOR HEALTH AND HYGIENE REASONS. 
 

ONGOING INFORMATION FOR OUR THREE CHURCHES 

FINANCIAL GIVING TO THE CHAPLAINCY 
There are various ways of giving financially  
to the Chaplaincy for the work of the Church: 

1. You can give in the plate each week. 
2. You can join our envelope scheme to give a regular amount on a weekly basis 

– and set aside money for those weeks when you cannot be here. 
3. You are encouraged to set up a standing order to the Chaplaincy – this helps 

us budget more effectively. 
If you are a UK tax payer you can gift aid your giving. 

If you are a Spanish tax payer you can have a tax offset by notifying your 
accountant when arranging your yearly tax along with the Spanish bank account 
number who will then arrange a claim and the money will be donated back to the 

Chaplaincy. 
 

One off donations would be gratefully received  
to assist us at this difficult time. 

Thank you for your help. 
 

For more information contact Father Richard, the Churchwardens, or your 
Congregational Warden. 

 
The Chaplaincy relies on generous and sacrificial giving in response to a generous 

God who sacrificed his Son for us all on the cross. 

 

 

 



Page 7 of 17 
 

SERVICES ARE SHARED BETWEEN LAGO JARDÍN AND LA SIESTA 

Los Balcones, Nuestra Señora de la Asunción 

remains closed for re-building. 

Services in the Chaplaincy: 

 

Date    Time      Church 

Saturday 23rd March  1700 PALM SUNDAY   La Siesta 

Sunday 24th March  1130  PALM SUNDAY   Lago Jardín 

Thursday 28th March  1900 HOLY THURSDAY   La Siesta 

Friday 29th March  1500 GOOD FRIDAY    La Siesta 

Saturday 30th March  1900 HOLY SATURDAY   La Siesta 

Sunday 31st March  0930 EASTER SUNDAY   La Siesta 

Sunday 31st March  1200 EASTER SUNDAY   Lago Jardín 

Sunday 7th April  1130      La Siesta 

Saturday 13th April  1700      La Siesta 

Sunday 14th April  1130      Lago Jardín 

Sunday 21st April  1130      La Siesta 

 

There is a liturgical Facebook group. 

Go to https://www.facebook.com/groups/chaplaintorrevieja and ask to join the group. 

You will be asked three questions. Please complete them and agree to the rules of the group. 

 

The Blessed Sacrament Lamp at Lago Jardín 

burns this week for the Chaplaincy. 

If you would like to dedicate the Blessed Sacrament for a 

week for a person, an intention, or in memory of a 

departed loved one, please see Father Richard. The cost is 

five euros for the week. 

 

Father Richard´s Prayer List for March 2024:  

Please pray for the sick and those in particular need at this 

time:  HM King Charles, Barbara Cooper, Reece, Neil 

Harrison, David Corfield, Michelle Lane, Father Robert, 

Hannah and Jonny Caine, Garth Sutherland, Tanya Ziegler, 

Patricia Welch, Gary Wilkes, Joey McNab, Keith Palmer, 

Eileen Shaw, Anna Horsnell, Dick Horsnell, David Horsnell, 

Liz Shouksmith, Chloe and Lorena, Peter John, Martin Skillen, Jamie Hill, Raj Panchal, Peter 

Passey, Paul McNab, Lesley Critchley, Luke Thompson, Gwen Simmons.  

Please help Father Richard by letting him know when people can be taken off the prayer list. 

 

Please pray for the recently departed: 

Jill Dorsett, John Clift. 

Those killed as a result of the conflicts in Ukraine, Israel, and Gaza. 

+ Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them. 

 

Please advise Father Richard if there are any corrections to the above list.  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/chaplaintorrevieja/
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If you wish a name to be added to the list of the sick you need to email Father Richard or write 

to him giving permission for yourself or ensure permission has been granted by someone else 

for their name to appear on this list. (GDPR regulations).  

 

Sunday 24th March 2024 

 

Entrance Antiphon 

Cf. Jn 12: 1, 12-13; Ps 23: 9-10 

Six days before the Passover, 

when the Lord came into the city of Jerusalem, 

the children ran to meet him; 

in their hands they carried palm branches 

and with a loud voice cried out: 

Hosanna in the highest! 

Blessed are you, who have come in your abundant mercy! 

O gates, lift high your heads; 

grow higher, ancient doors. 

Let him enter, the king of glory!  

Who is this king of glory? 

He, the Lord of hosts, he is the king of glory. 

Hosanna in the highest! 

Blessed are you, who have come in your abundant mercy! 

 

____________________ 

 

Collect 

Almighty ever-living God, 

who as an example of humility for the human race to follow 

caused our Saviour to take flesh and submit to the Cross, 

graciously grant that we may heed his lesson of patient suffering 

and so merit a share in his Resurrection. 

Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. 

 

____________________ 

 

First reading 

Isaiah 50:4-7 

I did not cover my face against insult: I know I shall not be shamed 

The Lord has given me 

a disciple’s tongue. 

So that I may know how to reply to the wearied 

he provides me with speech. 

Each morning he wakes me to hear, 

to listen like a disciple. 

The Lord has opened my ear. 
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For my part, I made no resistance, 

neither did I turn away. 

I offered my back to those who struck me, 

my cheeks to those who tore at my beard; 

I did not cover my face 

against insult and spittle. 

The Lord comes to my help, 

so that I am untouched by the insults. 

So, too, I set my face like flint; 

I know I shall not be shamed. 

 

____________________ 

 

Responsorial Psalm 

Psalm 21(22):8-9,17-20,23-24 

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 

All who see me deride me. 

They curl their lips, they toss their heads. 

‘He trusted in the Lord, let him save him; 

let him release him if this is his friend.’ 

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 

Many dogs have surrounded me, 

a band of the wicked beset me. 

They tear holes in my hands and my feet 

I can count every one of my bones. 

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 

They divide my clothing among them. 

They cast lots for my robe. 

O Lord, do not leave me alone, 

my strength, make haste to help me! 

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 

I will tell of your name to my brethren 

and praise you where they are assembled. 

‘You who fear the Lord give him praise; 

all sons of Jacob, give him glory. 

Revere him, Israel’s sons. 

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 

 

____________________ 

 

Second reading 

Philippians 2:6-11 

Christ humbled himself but God raised him high 

His state was divine, 
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yet Christ Jesus did not cling 

to his equality with God 

but emptied himself 

to assume the condition of a slave 

and became as men are; 

and being as all men are, 

he was humbler yet, 

even to accepting death, 

death on a cross. 

But God raised him high 

and gave him the name 

which is above all other names 

so that all beings 

in the heavens, on earth and in the underworld, 

should bend the knee at the name of Jesus 

and that every tongue should acclaim 

Jesus Christ as Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

 

____________________ 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

Phil2:8-9 

Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory! 

Christ was humbler yet, 

even to accepting death, death on a cross. 

But God raised him high 

and gave him the name which is above all names. 

Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory! 

 

____________________ 

 

Gospel 

Mark 14:1-15:47 

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 

Key: N. Narrator. ✠ Jesus. O. Other single speaker. C. Crowd, or more than one speaker. 

N. It was two days before the Passover and the feast of Unleavened Bread, and the chief 

priests and the scribes were looking for a way to arrest Jesus by some trick and have him put 

to death. For they said, 

C. It must not be during the festivities, or there will be a disturbance among the people. 

N. Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper; he was at dinner when a woman 

came in with an alabaster jar of very costly ointment, pure nard. She broke the jar and poured 

the ointment on his head. Some who were there said to one another indignantly, 

C. Why this waste of ointment? Ointment like this could have been sold for over three 

hundred denarii and the money given to the poor. 

N. and they were angry with her. But Jesus said, 
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✠ Leave her alone. Why are you upsetting her? What she has done for me is one of the good 

works. You have the poor with you always, and you can be kind to them whenever you wish, 

but you will not always have me. She has done what was in her power to do: she has anointed 

my body beforehand for its burial. I tell you solemnly, wherever throughout all the world the 

Good News is proclaimed, what she has done will be told also, in remembrance of her. 

N. Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve, approached the chief priests with an offer to hand Jesus 

over to them. They were delighted to hear it, and promised to give him money; and he looked 

for a way of betraying him when the opportunity should occur. 

On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb was sacrificed, his disciples 

said to him, 

C. Where do you want us to go and make the preparations for you to eat the passover? 

N. So he sent two of his disciples, saying to them, 

✠ Go into the city and you will meet a man carrying a pitcher of water. Follow him, and say 

to the owner of the house which he enters, ‘The Master says: “Where is my dining room in 

which I can eat the passover with my disciples?”’ He will show you a large upper room furnished 

with couches, all prepared. Make the preparations for us there. 

N. The disciples set out and went to the city and found everything as he had told them, and 

prepared the Passover. 

When evening came he arrived with the Twelve. And while they were at table eating, Jesus 

said, 

✠ I tell you solemnly, one of you is about to betray me, one of you eating with me. 

N. They were distressed and asked him, one after another, 

C. Not I, surely? 

N. He said to them, 

✠ It is one of the Twelve, one who is dipping into the same dish with me. Yes, the Son of 

Man is going to his fate, as the scriptures say he will, but alas for that man by whom the Son 

of Man is betrayed! Better for that man if he had never been born! 

N. And as they were eating he took some bread, and when he had said the blessing he broke 

it and gave it to them, saying: 

✠ Take it: this is my body. 

N. Then he took a cup, and when he had returned thanks he gave it to them, and all drank 

from it, and he said to them, 

✠ This is my blood, the blood of the covenant, which is to be poured out for many. I tell you 

solemnly, I shall not drink any more wine until the day I drink the new wine in the kingdom of 

God. 

N. After psalms had been sung they left for the Mount of Olives. And Jesus said to them, 

✠ You will all lose faith, for the scripture says: ‘I shall strike the shepherd and the sheep will 

be scattered.’ However, after my resurrection I shall go before you to Galilee. 

N. Peter said, 

O. Even if all lose faith, I will not. 

N. And Jesus said to him, 

✠ I tell you solemnly, this day, this very night, before the cock crows twice, you will have 

disowned me three times. 

N. But he repeated still more earnestly, 

O. If I have to die with you, I will never disown you. 

N. And they all said the same. 

They came to a small estate called Gethsemane, and Jesus said to his disciples, 

✠ Stay here while I pray. 
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N. Then he took Peter and James and John with him. And a sudden fear came over him, and 

great distress. And he said to them, 

✠ My soul is sorrowful to the point of death. Wait here, and keep awake. 

N. And going on a little further he threw himself on the ground and prayed that, if it were 

possible, this hour might pass him by. He said: 

✠ Abba (Father)! Everything is possible for you. Take this cup away from me. But let it be as 

you, not I, would have it. 

N. He came back and found them sleeping, and he said to Peter, 

✠ Simon, are you asleep? Had you not the strength to keep awake one hour? You should 

be awake, and praying not to be put to the test. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak. 

N. Again he went away and prayed, saying the same words. And once more he came back 

and found them sleeping, their eyes were so heavy; and they could find no answer for him. He 

came back a third time and said to them, 

✠ You can sleep on now and take your rest. It is all over. The hour has come. Now the Son 

of Man is to be betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get up! Let us go! My betrayer is close at 

hand already. 

N. Even while he was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, came up with a number of men 

armed with swords and clubs, sent by the chief priests and the scribes and the elders. Now the 

traitor had arranged a signal with them. He had said, 

O. The one I kiss he is the man. Take him in charge, and see he is well guarded when you 

lead him away. 

N. So when the traitor came, he went straight up to Jesus and said, 

O. Rabbi! 

N. and kissed him. The others seized him and took him in charge. Then one of the bystanders 

drew his sword and struck out at the high priest’s servant, and cut off his ear. 

Then Jesus spoke: 

✠ Am I a brigand, that you had to set out to capture me with swords and clubs? I was among 

you teaching in the Temple day after day and you never laid hands on me. But this is to fulfil 

the scriptures. 

N. And they all deserted him and ran away. A young man who followed him had nothing on 

but a linen cloth. They caught hold of him, but he left the cloth in their hands and ran away 

naked. 

They led Jesus off to the high priest; and all the chief priests and the elders and the scribes 

assembled there. Peter had followed him at a distance, right into the high priest’s palace, and 

was sitting with the attendants warming himself at the fire. 

The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for evidence against Jesus on which 

they might pass the death sentence. But they could not find any. Several, indeed, brought false 

evidence against him, but their evidence was conflicting. Some stood up and submitted this 

false evidence against him, 

C. We heard him say, ‘I am going to destroy this Temple made by human hands, and in three 

days build another, not made by human hands.’ 

N. But even on this point their evidence was conflicting. The high priest then stood up before 

the whole assembly and put this question to Jesus, 

O. Have you no answer to that? What is this evidence these men are bringing against you? 

N. But he was silent and made no answer at all. The high priest put a second question to 

him, 

O. Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One? 

N. Jesus said, 
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✠ I am, and you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of the Power and coming 

with the clouds of heaven. 

N. The high priest tore his robes, and said: 

O. What need of witnesses have we now? You heard the blasphemy. What is your finding? 

N. And they all gave their verdict: he deserved to die. 

Some of them started spitting at him and, blindfolding him, began hitting him with their fists 

and shouting, 

C. Play the prophet! 

N. And the attendants rained blows on him. 

While Peter was down below in the courtyard, one of the high priest’s servant-girls came up. 

She saw Peter warming himself there, stared at him and said, 

O. You too were with Jesus, the man from Nazareth. 

N. But he denied it, saying. 

O. I do not know, I do not understand, what you are talking about. 

N. And he went out into the forecourt. The servant-girl saw him and again started telling the 

bystanders, 

O. This fellow is one of them. 

N. But again he denied it. A little later the bystanders themselves said to Peter, 

C. You are one of them for sure! Why, you are a Galilean. 

N. But he started calling down curses on himself and swearing, 

O. I do not know the man you speak of. 

N. At that moment the cock crew for the second time, and Peter recalled how Jesus had said 

to him, ‘Before the cock crows twice, you will have disowned me three times.’ And he burst 

into tears. 

First thing in the morning, the chief priests together with the elders and scribes, in short the 

whole Sanhedrin, had their plan ready. They had Jesus bound and took him away and handed 

him over to Pilate. 

Pilate questioned him: 

O. Are you the king of the Jews? 

N. He answered, 

✠ It is you who say it. 

N. And the chief priests brought many accusations against him. Pilate questioned him again: 

O. Have you no reply at all? See how many accusations they are bringing against you! 

N. But, to Pilate’s amazement, Jesus made no further reply. 

At festival time Pilate used to release a prisoner for them, anyone they asked for. Now a man 

called Barabbas was then in prison with the rioters who had committed murder during the 

uprising. When the crowd went up and began to ask Pilate the customary favour, Pilate 

answered them 

O. Do you want me to release for you the king of the Jews? 

N. For he realised it was out of jealousy that the chief priests had handed Jesus over. The 

chief priests, however, had incited the crowd to demand that he should release Barabbas for 

them instead. Then Pilate spoke again: 

O. But in that case, what am I to do with the man you call king of the Jews? 

N. They shouted back, 

C. Crucify him! 

N. Pilate asked them, 

O. Why? What harm has he done? 

N. But they shouted all the louder, 
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C. Crucify him! 

N. So Pilate, anxious to placate the crowd, released Barabbas for them and, having ordered 

Jesus to be scourged, handed him over to be crucified. 

The soldiers led him away to the inner part of the palace, that is, the Praetorium, and called 

the whole cohort together. They dressed him up in purple, twisted some thorns into a crown 

and put it on him. And they began saluting him, 

C. Hail, king of the Jews! 

N. They struck his head with a reed and spat on him; and they went down on their knees to 

do him homage. And when they had finished making fun of him, they took off the purple and 

dressed him in his own clothes. 

They led him out to crucify him: they enlisted a passer-by, Simon of Cyrene, father of 

Alexander and Rufus, who was coming in from the country, to carry his cross. They brought 

Jesus to the place called Golgotha, which means the place of the skull. 

They offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but he refused it. Then they crucified him, and 

shared out his clothing, casting lots to decide what each should get. It was the third hour when 

they crucified him. The inscription giving the charge against him read: ‘The King of the Jews.’ 

And they crucified two robbers with him, one on his right and one on his left. 

The passers-by jeered at him; they shook their heads and said, 

C. Aha! So you would destroy the Temple and rebuild it in three days! Then save yourself: 

come down from the cross! 

N. The chief priests and the scribes mocked him among themselves in the same way. They 

said, 

C. He saved others; he cannot save himself. Let the Christ, the king of Israel, come down 

from the cross now, for us to see it and believe. 

N. Even those who were crucified with him taunted him. 

When the sixth hour came there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour. And 

at the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, 

✠ Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? 

N. which means, ‘My God, my God, why have you deserted me?’ When some of those who 

stood by heard this, they said 

C. Listen, he is calling on Elijah. 

N. Someone ran and soaked a sponge in vinegar and, putting it on a reed, gave it him to 

drink, saying: 

O. Wait and see if Elijah will come to take him down. 

N. But Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. 

All kneel and pause for a moment. 

And the veil of the Temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The centurion, who was 

standing in front of him, had seen how he had died, and he said, 

O. In truth this man was a son of God. 

N. There were some women watching from a distance. Among them were Mary of Magdala, 

Mary who was the mother of James the younger and Joset, and Salome. These used to follow 

him and look after him when he was in Galilee. And there were many other women there who 

had come up to Jerusalem with him. 

It was now evening, and since it was Preparation Day (that is, the vigil of the sabbath), there 

came Joseph of Arimathaea, a prominent member of the Council, who himself lived in the 

hope of seeing the kingdom of God, and he boldly went to Pilate and asked for the body of 

Jesus. Pilate, astonished that he should have died so soon, summoned the centurion and 

enquired if he was already dead. Having been assured of this by the centurion, he granted the 
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corpse to Joseph who bought a shroud, took Jesus down from the cross, wrapped him in the 

shroud and laid him in a tomb which had been hewn out of the rock. He then rolled a stone 

against the entrance to the tomb. Mary of Magdala and Mary the mother of Joset were 

watching and took note of where he was laid. 

 

 

Homily 

This Sunday, called Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord, is the first day of 
Holy Week. Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday are called 

the Triduum—three days that are the highlight of the Church year. There are two Gospels 

proclaimed at today’s Mass. The first Gospel, proclaimed before the procession with palms, 

tells of Jesus’ triumphant entrance into Jerusalem. Riding on a borrowed colt, Jesus was 

hailed by the crowds as they blessed God and shouted “Hosanna!” This event is reported in 

each of the four Gospels. 

At the Liturgy of the Word on Palm Sunday, the events of Jesus’ passion are proclaimed in 

their entirety. In Lectionary Cycle B, we read the passion of Jesus as found in the Gospel of 

Mark. We will hear these events proclaimed again when we celebrate the Triduum later in the 

week. On Good Friday, we will read the passion of Jesus from the Gospel of John. 

In Mark’s Gospel, Jesus’ passion and death are presented as the consequence of the tension 

between the Jewish authorities and Jesus that had been building throughout his public 

ministry. This tension reached its breaking point when Jesus drove the merchants and 

moneychangers from the Temple. After this event, the chief priests and scribes began 

seeking a way to put Jesus to death, and yet, this is only the surface explanation for his 

death. 

When Jesus was arrested and brought before the Sanhedrin—the council of Jewish priests, 

scribes, and elders—he was charged with blasphemy, citing his threat to the Temple. When 

he was brought before Pilate, however, the religious authorities presented his crime as a 

political one, charging that Jesus claimed to be king of the Jews. In continuity with a theme 

of Mark’s Gospel, the messianic claim of Jesus is widely misunderstood. 

In Mark’s Gospel, Jesus’ disciples are rarely models of faith and do little to invoke confidence 

in their capacity to continue his ministry after his death. They fare no better in Mark’s 

narrative of Jesus’ passion and death. At the Last Supper, the disciples insisted that none 

among them would betray Jesus. When Jesus predicted that their faith would be shaken in 

the events ahead, Peter and the other disciples protested vehemently. Yet in the garden of 

Gethsemane, Jesus returned three times to find them sleeping. Jesus prayed in agony over 

his impending fate while his disciples slumbered through the night. Just as Jesus predicted, 

Peter denied Jesus, and the disciples were absent during Jesus’ passion and death. Only the 

women who had been followers of Jesus in Galilee are said to have been present at the 

Crucifixion, but they remained at a distance. 

Throughout this Gospel, Mark challenges the reader to consider the claim with which the 

Gospel begins: Jesus is the Son of God. When we read Mark’s account of the passion, we 

begin to comprehend the deeper theological statement being made about Jesus’ death. In 

Mark’s telling of the passion narrative, Jesus understood his death to have been preordained, 

and he accepted this death in obedience to God’s will. Jewish Scripture is quoted only once, 

but there are several references to the fulfillment of the Scriptures. Jesus understood his 
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anointing in Bethany as an anticipation of his burial, and he announced that this story would 

be told together with the Gospel throughout the world. Jesus predicted his betrayal by Judas 

as well as Peter’s denial. At his arrest, Jesus acknowledged that the preordained time had 

arrived. Jesus was both confident and silent before his accusers. After he was sentenced to 

death, Jesus did not speak again until his final cry from the cross. The bystanders 

misunderstood and believed that he was calling for Elijah. The Roman centurion, however, 

affirmed what Mark has presented throughout this Gospel: Jesus is the Son of God. Nowhere 

was this revealed more fully than in his death on the cross. 

During Holy Week, we prayerfully remember the events of Jesus’ passion and death. As we 

meditate on the cross, we ask again and anew what it means to make the statement of faith 

that Jesus, in his obedient suffering and dying, revealed himself to us as God’s Son. 
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The Angelus 
 

The Angel of the Lord brought tidings to Mary, 
And she conceived by the Holy Spirit. 

 
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee, 

Blessed art thou among women  
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now 
and at the hour of our death. 

 
Behold the handmaid of the Lord. 

Be it unto me according to Thy Word. 
 

Hail Mary, (as above) 
 

And the Word was made flesh, 
And dwelt among us. 

 
Hail Mary, (as above) 

 
Pray for us, O holy Mother of God. 

That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 
 

Pour forth, we beseech thee, O Lord, thy grace into our hearts; that as we have 
known the incarnation of thy son Jesus Christ by the message of an angel, so by 

His + cross and passion we may be brought to the glory of His Resurrection. 
Through the same Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


